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THE     SPIRIT    OF     MODERN     SCRIPTURE 

THE     AMERICAN     GOSPEL 

By  DR.   SIDNEY  B.    SPERRY 
Address  delivered  Sunday,  January   12,   1947,  over  Radio  Station  KSL 


THE  title  of  this  evening's  address,  "  The 
American  Gospel,"  will  doubtless 
arouse  your  interest  and  curiosity.  Well  it 
might,  because  you  have  been  accustomed 
during  your  lifetime  to  the  appellation, 
"  The  Four  Gospels,"  meaning  Matthew, 
Mark,  Luke,  and  John,  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment. In  the  course  of  this  series  of 
addresses,  I  have  referred  to  the  Book  of 
Mormon  as  the  American  volume  of  scrip- 
ture, for  it  is.  Now  I  want  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  fact  that  this  volume  con- 
tains a  gospel,  a  gospel  which  may  in  all 
propriety  be  called  "  The  American 
Gospel. ''' 

A  gospel,  if  I  may  take  a  few  moments 
to  explain,  is  a  distinct  and  well  recognized 
type  of  religious  literature ;  the  Four  Gos- 
pels in  the  New  Testament  are  the  familiar 
examples  of  it.  Gospels  are  not  intended 
to  be  lives  of  the  Master,  but  "  good 
news,"  "  tidings  of  great  joy,"  about  him. 
They  differ,  to  be  sure,  in  style,  selections 
of  materials,  and  emphasis;  but  each  at- 
tempts in  its  own  way  to  portray  the  "  good 
news  "  to  men  that  Jesus,  the  Christ,  came 
into  the  world  with  the  true  way  of  life  and 
salvation.  Each  attests  his  final  triumph 
over  death  through  the  resurrection. 

The  American  Gospel  differs  in  an 
obvious  way  from  the  Four  Gospels  in  that 
it    deals    with    the    ministry    of    our    Lord 


among  Book-of-Monnon  peoples  as  a  resur- 
rected, glorioed,  and  exalted  personage 
rather  than  as  a  mortal  being.  True,  each 
of  the  Four  Gospels  tells  us  something 
'  aboiit  the  Saviour  after  his  resurrection,  but 
the  space  devoted  to  it  is  small  in  compari- 
son to  the  size  of  the  record,.  The  .Ameri- 
can'Gospel  in  the  Book  of  Mormon  reveals 
clearly  that  Jesus  taught  the  Nephites  many 
of  the  same  principles  which  he  proclaimed 
in  the  flesh  in  Palestine:  he  did  it,  how- 
ever, as  a  being  risen  from  the  dead.  His 
repetition  here  of  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount 
is  a  good  example.  (3  Nephi  12,  13,  14. 
Cf.  Matthew  5,  6,  7.) 

The  bulk  of  the  American  Gospel  is  found 
in  Chapters  8-28  of  the  book  known  as  Third 
Nephi  in  the  Book  of  Mormon.  Part  of  the 
first  chapter  may  also  be  included,  since  it 
deals  with  the  birth  of  Christ.  (3  Nephi 
1  :4-21.)  This  chapter  tells  how  a  prophet 
by  the  name  of  Nephi  received  assurances 
from  the  heavens  one  evening  that  Jesus 
should  be  born  on  the  morrow.  Signs  pre- 
dicted years  before  by  the  Lamanite  pro- 
phet Samuel  were  to  be  given  to  the  people 
apprising  them  of  the  wondrous  occurrence. 
(Helaman  14:3-5.)  One  sign  to  be  given 
was  continuous  light  for  a  day,  a  night,  and 
a  day.  The  other  sign  was  to  be  the  appear- 
ance of  a  new  star.  Both,  of  these  signs 
were  given  to  the  people  in  accordance  with 
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the  predictions.  (3  Nephi  1:15,  21.)  The 
appearance  of  tlie  new  star  parallels  the  slai- 
ep'sode  in  the  (io.^pel  of  ]\latthe\\-  2:1,-10. 
Thus,  in  fulfilnnnt.  of  y)ropJK-uy,  the  peoples 
on  the  American  ccjntinent  were  advised  of 
(^hrist's  birth  in  Palestine. 

Impressive  as  were  the  signs  of  Christ's 
birth,  those  manifested  to  the  people  on  this 
land  at  the  time  of  his  crucifixion  were  even 
more  so.  A  terrible  tempest  arose,  great 
earthquakes  racked  the  land,  some  cities 
were  burned,  some  were  sunk — in  fact,  the 
tempests,  whirlwinds,  thunderings,  light- 
nings, and  earthquakes  lasted  for  about  the 
space  of  three  hours  and  changed  the  whole 
face  of  the  country.  Then  a  great  and 
impenetrable  pall  of  darkness  fell  upon  it 
for  the  space  of  three  days.  These  signs 
of  Christ's  crucifixion  had  also  been  pre- 
dicted by  the  prophet  Samuel.  (Helaman 
14:20-27.) 

During  the  great  cataclysms  on  this  land 
only  the  more  righteous  part  of  the  people 
were  spared  from  destruction.  Suddenly 
these  folk  heard  the  voice  of  Jesus  Christ 
pi'oclaiming  the  extent  and  the  cause  of  the 
disasters  that  had  come  among  them.  He 
declared  that  iniquity  and  abominations  had 
brought  about  the  destruction  of  so  many, 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  land.  He  pro- 
claimed that  the  law  of  Moses  was  fulfilled 
and  that  the  sacrifice  required  of  the  people 
was  a  broken  heart  and  a  contrite  spirit. 
The  last  words  which  Jesus  spoke  at  that 
time  were  these  : 

''  Behold,  I  have  come  wito  the  world 
to  bring  redemption  unto  the  world,  to 
save  the  world  from.  sin.  Therefore, 
whoso  repenteth  and  cometh  unto  me  as 
a  little  child,  him.  will  I  receive,  for  of 
such  is  the  kingdom  of  God.  Behold, 
for  such  I  have  laid  down  my  life,  and 
have  taken  it  up  again:  therefore  repent, 
and  come  ujito  me  ye  ends  of  the  earth, 
and  he  saved."  (3  Nephi  9:21,  22.) 
Following  these  words  there  was  silence 
in  the  land  for  many  hours.  Then  the 

voice  of  Jesus  was  heard  again  for  a  short 
time,  telling  how  oft  he  would  have 
gathered  the  fallen  of  the  house  of  Israel 
as  a  hen  gathers  her  chickens,  but  they 
would  not.  Moreover,   he  told  the  sur- 

vivors that  he  would  gather  them  if  they 
repented  and  returned  to  him  with  full  pur- 


pose of  heart.  (3  Nephi  10:6.)  The 
Book-of-Mormon  account  of  the  cvfuts  that 
to(jk  place  during  the  three  days  of  dark- 
ness is  dramatic  and  impressive,  but  not 
•  nearly  as  much  so  as  its  narration  of  the 
personal  appearance  of  the  resurrected 
Christ  to  the  Nephite  people. 

From  Book  of  Mormon  chronology  we 
know  that  Jesus  lived  thirty-three  years. 
His  crucifixion  took  place  in  the  first  month 
of  the  Nephite  year,  but  his  appearance  in 
person  to  the  Nephite  people  seems  to  have 
taken  place  a  considerable  time  later,  possi- 
bly near  the  end  of  the  vear.  (3  Nephi 
8.:'5.  Cf.  3  Nephi  10:18,  19.)  The 
eleventh  chapter  of  3  Nephi,  which  de- 
scribes Christ's  appearance  to  his  people, 
is  the  most  dramatic  in  the  Book  of  Mor- 
mon. About  twenty -five  hundred  men, 
women,  and  children  were  gathered  about 
a  temple  in  the  land  Bountiful  discussing 
the  great  changes  that  had  taken  place 
among  them,  when  suddenly  they  heard  a 
voice  from  the  heavens.  (3  Nephi  17:25; 
11:1-3.)  Their  very  frames  quaked,  and 
their  hearts  burned.  They  heard  the  voice 
a  second  time,  bu^  they  understood  it  not. 
The  third  time  they  understood  the- voice, 
which  said  : 

Behold  my  Beloved  Son,  in  whom  I 
am  well  pleased,  in  ivhom  I  have  glori- 
fied my  naine — hear  ye  him."  (3  Nephi 
11:7.) 

As  they  cast  their  eyes  upward  they  saw 

a  man  descending  out  of  heaven  clothed  in 

a   white- robe.        Presently   he   came   down 

and  stood  in  their  midst.       The  people  were 

frightened,   not  knowing  the  meaning  of  it 

all.       They  thought  the  personage  that  had 

appeared  to  them  was  an  angel,  but  to  their 

astonishment   he   stretched   forth  his  hand 

and  spoke  unto  them  the  following  words  : 

Behold,    I    am    Jesus    Christ,    whom 

the  prophets  testified  shall  come  into  the 

world.       A)id  behold,  I  am  the  light  and 

the  life  of  the  world;  and  I  have  drunk 

nut  of  that  bitter  cup  which  the  Father 

hath    given   me,    and    have    glorified,    the 

Father  in  taking  upon  me  the  sins  of  the 

world,   in  the  which  I  have  suffered  the 

will  of  the  Father  in  all  things  from,  the 

beginning."     (3  Nephi  11:10,  11.) 

I  am  sure,  my  friends,  that  the  account 

(Continued  on  page  34.) 
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Testimony  from  the  Book  of  Mormon 

By  CHARLES  A.  CALLIS  of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve 

Address   delivered  at   the  Friday   afternoon  session   of  the    117th   semi-annual   general 

conference  October  4,   1946,  in  the  TabernMcle. 


"I    CAN    no    more    remember    the    books 

■  that  I  have  read  than  the  meals  that 
I  have  eaten,"  said  Emerson,  "  but  they 
have  made  me."  To  countless  thousands, 
who  have  basked  in  the  spirit  of  the  Book 
of  Mormon,  the  truth  that  Joseph  Smith 
spoke  comes  home  to  their  souls.  He  re- 
marked that  "  a  man  would  get  nearer  to 
God  by  abiding  by  its  [Book  of  Mormon  J 
precepts,  than  by  any  other  book." 

The  Nephite  record  testifies  in  a  heavenly 
spirit  to  the  truth  that  the  Bible  is  true. 
They  are  one  in  God's  hand  to  confound 
false  doctrine  and  to  establish  peace  in  the 
hearts  of  men.  This  sacred  book  tells  us 
that  little  children  are  alive  in  Christ.  They 
need  no  baptism  until  they  become  account- 
able for  their  actions.  For  many  years  a 
great  many  good  people  believed  in  the  doc- 
trine of  "  infant  damnation."  They  didn't 
understand ;  but  the  Book  of  Mormon 
brought  into  the  world,  thfe  peaceable 
thought  that  children,  though  unbaptized. 
do  not  go  to  Hades. 

A  few  years  ago  these  people  met  in 
solemn  convention,  and  the  action  they 
took  was  a  credit  to  their  righteousness  and 
to  their  sense  of  the  justice  of  God.  They 
passed  a  resolution  repealing  the  doctrine 
of  "  infant  damnation,"  and  what  a  beauti- 
ful thing  they  did  when  they  made  that 
decision  retroactive.  President  Woodrow 
"Wilson,  himself  a  member  of  that  great 
body  of  good  people  that  decided  against 
the  doctrine  of  "  infant  damnation  "  and 
declared  "the  decision  retroactive,"  laughed 
and  said,  "  Think  of  all  those  dear  little 
babies  that  have  been  burning  in  hell  so 
long;  now  they  will  all  be  released." 

The  Book  of  Mormon  teaches  the  nobility 
of  service.  "What  is  man  without  work? 
Work  is  known  by  the  angels  of  God.  They 
are  immersed  in  its  atmosphere,  and  that 
service  is  eternal.  He  is  a  poor  "  Mor- 
mon "  elder,  hardly  worth  his  salt,  who  be- 
lieves that  when  he  goes  to  heaven,  he  will 
sit  in  inactive  endless  bliss.     Centuries  be- 


fore he  was  born  in  the  flesh,  according  to 
the  Book  of  Mormon,  Jesus  said: 

.    .   .  for  my  work  is  not  yet  finished; 
neither  shall  it  be  until  the  end  of  man, 
neither   from    tJiat    time    henceforth    and 
forever.      (II  No  phi  29:9.) 
And  in  another  place  he  said  : 

For  behold  this  is  my  work  and  my 
glory — to  bring  to  pass  the  immortality 
and  eternal  life  of  man.  (Pearl  of  Great 
Price,   Moses  1:39.) 

Think  of  it,  brethren  and  sistei-s,  our  work 
is  immortal.  As  Brigham  Young  said. 
This  life  is  a  part  of  eternity." 
I  think  the  spirit  of  the  Book  of  Mormon 
with  respect  to  the  character  of  Christ's 
work  is  wonderful.  It  entrances  the  soul. 
One  of  the  prophets  said  of  him:. 

.   .   .  for  it  behooveth  the  great  Creator 
tJiat  he  suffereth  himself  to  become  sub- 
ject unto  man  in  the  flesh,  and  die  for  all 
men,  that  all  men  might  become  subject 
unto  him.     (II  Nephi  9:5.) 
My  brothers   and   sisters,    we   do  become 
subject  to  men  in  the  flesh  by  the  work  of 
Ihe   ministry,    but   in    God's  own   due  time 
the    people   will    look    upon    us   as   saviours 
upon    Mount    Zion,    and    they    will   become 
subject  in   a  heavenly  way  unto  those   who 
taught  them  the  gospel. 

1  think  that  the  most  wonderful  being  on 
the  earth  is  a  wife  and  a  mother.       To  be 
a  \^ife  and  a  mother  transcends  in  glory  and 
in  service  all  the  missions  she  can  perform, 
that  is,  preaching  missions.     And  a  mother, 
uncrowned     by     any     visible     diadem,     is 
crowned   with    a    diadem    of   affection :    she 
becomes  subject  unto  her  children,   and  by 
and    by    they    become    subject    unto    her. 
Joaquin  Miller,  the  poet,  said  : 
Beneath  our  forty  stars  is  she 
The  purest  ivoman,   sweetest,   host. 
Who  lories  her  spouse  most  ardently 
.ind  rocks  the   cradle  oft  en  est : 
Whose  home  is  filled,  ichose  heart  is  fed 
With  halo  of  a  baby's  head. 
The  Book  of  Mormon  teaches  us  a  glori- 
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ous  ecouoinic  system.  For  nearly  two  cen- 
turies after  the  ascension  of  Christ,  the 
people  were  covered  with  a  mantle  of  the 
prosperity  of  Christ.  There  were  no  poor, 
no  rich,  no  one  in  bonds,  and  I  think  that 
meant  the  bondage  of  debt,  for  debt  is  a 
grievous  bondage,  and  we  should  steer  clear 
of   it.  For  two   centuries  they   lived   in 

peace;  they  had  no  strikes;  industrial  dis- 
turbances were,  not  known;  but  by  living 
the  spirit  of  industry  by  the  golden  pre- 
cepts of  the  Son  of  God  they  prospered  and 
grew  in  the  prosperity  of  Jesus  Christ.  God 
hasten  the  day  when  we  shall  work — the 
rich  and  the  poor  in  the  kingdom  of  peace 
— submitting  our  troubles  to  arbitration,  for 
T  know  that  deep  down  in^the  hearts  of  the 
captains  of  industry  and  also  of  the  labour- 
ing men,  there  is  an  inherent  desire  to  do 
unto  others  as  they  would  have  others  do 
unto  them.  We  let  selfishness  repress  this 
feeling  that  God  has  placed  in  our  hearts. 
In  the  Book  of  Mormon  we  read  of  the 
great  intermediate  state,  the  great  principle 
of  immortality.  Horace  Greeley  lost  a  boy 
five  years  old,  and  he  said  to  a  friend  (I 
haven't  time  to  quote  it  all) : 

Noiv   all  that   concerns   me   is   the   evi- 
dence   .    .    .   that  we   shall  live   with   and 
know  those  we  loved  here.   .   .   .  If  I  felt 
sure  of  the  point  of  identifying  and  being 
with  our  loved  ones  in  the  world  to  come, 
I  ivould  prefer  not  to  live  long. 
Tn   our  hearts,    inspired  by  the   Book  of 
Mormon,  by  its  holy  and  matchless  spirit, 
and  it   is  the   spirit   of   Christ   which   runs 
through  the  Book  of  Mormon  like  a  golden 
thread,    we   know   that   we   shall   meet   our 
loved  ones,  be  recognized  by  them,  and  we 
will  recognize   them,    and  throughout  eter- 
nity, believing  that  God  is  a  God  of  work, 
we  shall  work  with  him  as  co-labourers. 

A  Presbyterian  minister  caught  this  flash 
of  glory  in  service,  and  in  a  hymn  which 
he  composed,  he  said: 

We  serve  no  God  whose  poiver  is  spent, 
Who  rests  am,id  his  firm.am,ent . 
Our  God.  his  labours  but  begun 
Toils  ever  m.ore  with  powers  unspent. 
God  be  nraised  for  the  glory  of  the  resur- 
rection,   the    beauty    of    eternal    life,     the 
knowledge    that    we    shall    live    with    each 
other,  with  our  wives  and  our  children,  with 
our  friends,   and  live  with  them  in  perfect 


understanding.  Did  not  Paul  speak  of  the 
whole  family  in  heaven  and  on  earth  ? 
These  great  sections  are  going  to  be  joined 
by  the  eternity  and  glory  and  power  of  the 
gospel  which  is  the  power  of  God  unto 
salvation. 

The  Book  of  Mormon  prophets  give 
great  comfort  to  this  nation.  They  de- 
clared that  this  nation  was  set  up  by  the 
Ahnighty  and  should  be  pre-eminent  among 
the  people  of  the  world.  It  is  pre-eminent 
in  glory  and  in  power,  but  alas,  there  are 
corroding  and  corrupting  influences  that  are 
trying  to  sap  the  strength  of  this  ■  great 
republic.  This  republic  is  the  house  of 
our  fathers,  our  fellow  citizens,  our  friends, 
and  our  brothers,  and  with  them  we  shall 
stand,  by  the  grace  of  God,  to  contest  the 
supremacy  of  any  communist  or  foreign- 
born  element  who  seeks  to  destroy  the 
Constitution. 

The  testimony  that  the  Book  of  Mormon 
gives  us  last  of  all — no,  not  last  of  all — 
from  the  first  page  to  the  last  page,  is  that 
Jesus  is  the  Christ.  If  we  serve  God, 
this  nation  will  survive,  but  listen  to  this 
solemn  warning :  Moroni  told  the  people  of 
his  day  that  this  was  a  land  of  promise, 
and  that  Gcfd  would  not  suffer  any  nation 
to  dwell  on  this  earth  except  they  serve 
him,  for  if  they  departed  from  him  they 
should  be  swept  into  the  oblivion  which 
lawlessness  always  provides. 
Listen  to  Moroni's  warning: 

.     .    .    this    cometh    unto    you,    0    ye 
Gentiles,   [this  is  of  our  day  he  is  speak- 
ing]   that  ye   m,ay   know   the   decrees   of 
God — that  ye  m,ay  repent,   and  not  con- 
tinue in  your  iniquities  until  the  fulness 
covie,   that  ye   m,ay  not   bring   down  the 
fulness  of  the  wrath  of  God  upon  you  as 
the  inhabitants  of  the  land  have  hitherto 
done.     {Ether  2:11.) 
Here  is  the  warning  of  a  prophet  of  God. 
He    gives    a    glorious    promise    with    this 
solemn  warning  attached. 

Fellow  citizens,  shall  we  heed  this  voice 
of  warning?  Shall  we  bend  our  necks  no 
more  to  the  bondage,  to  the  yoke  of  sin, 
but  rising  in  the  full  fruition  of  righteous- 
ness, in  the  strength  of  God,  may  we  stand 
before  him,  acceptable  as  a  nation,  correct 
in  government,  lenient  to  the  poor,  righte- 
(Continiied  on  page  34.) 
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A  QUESTION  FOR  THE  PRIESTHOOD 


Where  Would  I  Be,  Without 
, These  Things? 


And  this  gospel  of  the  kingdom  shall  be 
preached  in  all  the  world  for  a  witness  unto 
all  nations;  and  then  shall  the  end  come. 
(Matt.  24:14.) 

For  though  1  preach  the  gospel,  I  have 
nothing  to  glory  of :  for  necessity  is  laid 
upon  me ;  yea,  woe  i%s  unto  me,  if  I  preach 
not  the  gospel!     (I  Cor.  9:16.) 

THE  preaching  of  the  gospel  to  the  entire 
world  is  the  great  mission  which  the 
Lord  assigned  to  the  priesthood  of  this 
Church.  The  Lord  by  revelation  has  re- 
peatedly declared  to  inquiring  individuals 
that  the  thing  which  would  be  of  "  greatest 
worth  "  to  them  would  be  to  cry  repent- 
ance unto  the  world. 

Due  to  priestcraft  and  transgression,  the 
inhabitants  of  the  earth  close  the  heavens 
against  themselves.  Many,  because  of  this, 
lose  faith  in  some  of  the  most  basic  realities 
in  true  religion  ;  but  to  those  who  love  and 
serve  the  Lord  in  righteousness  and  truth, 
the  mysteries  of  the  kingdom  are  revealed 
through  the  gift  and  power  of  the  Holy 
Ghost— by  which  gift  and  power  men 
may  know  the  truth  of  all  things."  Take 
from  the  Church  of  Christ  the  divine  prin- 
ciple of  revelation,  and  it  would  be  reduced 
immediately  to  "  creed  "  status.  Dogma, 
the  teachings  of  men,  would  soon  be  taught 
for  doctrine.  Faith  in  the  true  and  Living 
God  would  sooii  give  way  to  some  form  ov 
other  of  idolatrous  worship.  Light  would 
give  way  to  overwhelming  darkness.  Such 
was  the  case  for  centuries  prior  ao  the  re- 
storation of  the  gospel. 

As  with  the  Church,  so  it  is  with  indivi- 
duals.       Take   from   a  man   who  has   seen 
the  light,   the   Spirit  of  the  Lord,   and  the 
gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost;  and  he  becomes  as 
other  men."       He  is  soon 

.  .  .  walking  in  his  own  ivay,  and  aficr 
the  image  of  his  own  God,  whose  image 
is  the  likeness  of  the  ivorld,  and  whose 
suhstanee  is  that  of  an  idol,  which  ivaxeth 
old    and    shall    perish    in    Babylon,    even 


Babylon  the  great,  wliich  shall  fall.     (Sec 
1).  and  C.  1:16.) 

No  brother  can  lose  the  Spirit,  forsake 
the  ministry  unto  which  he  has  been  called, 
and  still  retain  faith  in  the  gospel  of  our 
Lord.  Each  priesthood  bearer  must  there- 
fore make  frequent  search  of  his  soul  to 
leaiTi  whether  he  is  giving  " .  .  .  diligent 
heed  to  the  words  of  eternal  life,"  and 
whether  he  is  striving  to  "  live  by  every 
word  that  proceedeth. forth  from  the  mouth 
of  (}od."     (See  T).  and  C.  section  84.) 

Those  who  enjoy  a  testimony  of  the 
truth  do  so  because  "  flesh  and  blood  have 
not  revealed  it  "  but  our  Father  which  is  in 
heaven.  ".  .  .  the  Spirit  enlighteneth 
every  man  through  the  world,  that  hearken- 
eth  to  the  voice  of  the  Spirit  cometh  .unto 
God,  even  the  Father.  And  the  Father 
teacheth  him  of  the  covenant.  .  .  .  (See 
D.  and  C.  Sec.  84.)  Those  who  come  not 
\nito  the  Lord  "  lieth  in  sin,  and  groaneth 
under  darkness  and  under  the  bondage  of 
sin.  And  by  this  you  may  know  they  are 
under  the  bondage  of  sin,  because  they  come 
not  unto  me.  Foi'  whoso  cometh  not  unto 
me  is  under  the  bondage  of  sin."  (See  D. 
and  C.  84:49-51.) 

Those  belonging  to  the  priesthood  should 
pause  occasionally  and  reflect  upon  the 
great  things  made  known,  without  which 
the  term  "  salvation  "  could  have  little 
meaning,  but  Avith  which  is  the  promise  of 
"eternal  life."  an  objective  worthy  of  every 
human  effort. 

The  great  sin  of  all  ages  has  been  that  of 
idolatory — the  mother  of  all  vices.  For 
this  reason,  and'  knowing  the  great  influ- 
ence of  Satan  in  the  earth,  the  Lord  de- 
clared first  to  ancient  Israel : 

I   am    the   Lord  thy   God,    which    have 

brought   thee   out  of  the   land   of  Egypt, 

out  of  the  house  of  bondage.     Thou  shalt 

have  no  other  gods  before  vie.     {Exodus 

20:2,  3.) 

The  world  has  set  up  "  other  gods."  but 
to  us  has  been  revealed  anciv  : 
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1.  The   true   and   Living   God,    whom   to 

know  is  "  life  eternal." 

2.  His   relationship    to    us,    his    children, 

made  in  his  image,  and  existing  with 
him    in    the    spirit    before    the    earth 
was    created    for    the    benefit    and 
blessing  of  his  offspring. 

3.  Our     utter     dependence     upon     Jesus 

Christ,  the  "  Only  Begotten  Son  of 
God  in  the  flesh,"  as  our  Saviour 
and  Redeemer;  the  promise  that  we 
.  may  become  ' '  joint  heirs  ' '  with 
him  in  the  kingdom  of  our  Father, 
throvigh  the  power  of  the  resurrec- 
tion and  our  obedience  to  the  gospel 
as  taught  by  our  Saviour,  and 
restored  anew  through  the  Prophet 
Joseph  Smith. 

With  the  loss  of  the  knowledge  of  God, 
and  man's  relationship  to  him  came  the 
loss  to  man  of  many  things  pertaining  to 
the  Lord's  plan  of  salvation.  Eevelation 
ceased  being  a  continuing  living  thing  with 
the  people  for  their  guidance. 

The  earth  also  is  defiled  under  the  in- 
habitants    thereof:     because     they     have 
transgressed,  the  laivs,   changed  the  ordi- 
nance,   broken   the    everlasting   covenant. 
Therefore    hath    the    curse    devoured    the 
earth,    and    they   that    dwell   therein   are 
desolate.  .  .  .  [Isaiah  24:   5,  6.) 
With  our  understanding  by  revelation  of 
things  pertaining  to  eternal  life  we  are  in- 
deed a  favoured  people.       With  this  know- 
ledge there  is  born  a  faith  and  hope  that  is 
not  known  in  the  world,  and  gives  true  pur- 
pose to  life. 

The  problems  of  life  can  only  be  solved 
in  the  light  of  the  understanding  of  basic 
principles  governing  life,  the  gospel  pattern. 
With  this  understanding  all  things  fit  into  a 
harmonious  pattern,  and  faith  is  justified, 
and  true  joy  is  derived.  This  is  as  it  should 
be,  for  "  man  is  that  he  might  have  joy." 
Without  this  understanding  the  pattern  be- 
comes distorted,  there  is  a  lack  of  harmony, 
things  do  not  seem  to  bear  proper  relation- 
ships to  other  things,  with  a  resultant  loss 
of  faith.  Without  faith,  life  appears  aim- 
less and  meaningless,  with  confusion,  dis- 
appointment, and  discontent  inevitable. 

Without  this  knowledge  men  cannot  find 
the  things  in  life  it  is  natural  for  them  to 


hope  for  and  expect  from  life. 

It  is  veritably  true  that  "  man  is  saved 
no  faster  than  he  gains  knowledge,"  and 
that  "  the  glory  of  God  is  intelligence." 
The  religion  of  the  Latter-day  Saints  is 
superior  to  all  others  because  it  possesses 
by  revelation  greater  knowledge  of  things 
pertaining  to  eternal  truth.  It  has  been 
truly  said:  "  The  man  will  live  best,  who 
has  the  best  recipe  for  living." 

Take  this  revealed  knowledge  of  things 
pertaining  to  eternal  life  from  us  and  we 
are  indeed  poor.  The  world  generally  lack- 
ing divine  revelation  lacks  this  understand- 
ing. There  is  no  price  any  man  who  is 
honest  in  heart  wouldn't  pay  for  knowledge 
of  these  things  if  we  were  but  sure  he  could 
search  and  find  it.  He  would  brave  the 
wildest  storm,  climb  the  highest  mountain, 
ford  the  most  raging  torrent.  There  would 
be  no  peril,  even  at  the  cost  of  life  that 
would  not  be  faced  gladly. 

We  are  the  possessors  of  this  "  pearl  of 
great  price."  We  must  be  eternally  vigi- 
lant to  retain  it,  and  the  surest  way  of  re- 
taining it  is  to  live  by  it  and  teach  it  to 
others.  None  need  suppose  that  he  can 
do  too  much  for  the  building  up  of  the 
kingdom  of  God  in  the  earth.  This  great 
work  requires  consecration  and  dedication. 
Sad  wlil  be  the  man  who  neglects  his 
solemn  duty,  while  great  shall  be  the  joy 
of  those  who  devote  their  talents'  and 
energy  to  the  bringing  of  souls  unto  Christ; 
who  bear  faithful  witness  of  him  in  the 
earth. 

The  priesthood  bearer  has  special  obliga- 
tions in  this  most  important  work.  The 
priesthood  must  give  leadership  thereto. 
The  priesthood  is  the  power  through  which 
the  Lord  will  accomplish  his  purposes  in 
the  earth.  The  slothful  and  negligent  ser- 
vant will  forfeit  his  blessings  and  lose  the 
promise.  The  faithful  servant  will  "  enter 
into  the  joy  "  of  his  Lord.  The  Saviour 
said  ; 

"  I  must  ivork  the   works  of  him  that 

sent    vie,    ivhile    it    is    day:     the    night 

cometh,  when  no  man  can  work. 

This  is  a  good  resolve  to  every  brother 
in  every  priesthood  quorum. 

— From    Melchizedek    Priesthood    Page    of 
The  Improvement  Era. 
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DISTRICT    HIGHLIGHTS 


CAPE  DISTKICT. 

Dan  Cherrett,  President, 
14,    Serpentine    Road,    Pinelands. 

Sunday,  9th  of  February,  President  and 
Sister  Sharp  and  the  District  Presidency 
attended  the  Eerste  Biver  Sunday  School 
and  a  very  interesting  meeting  was  held. 
Every  member  of  the  Sunday  School  was 
present.  After  an  enjoyable  dinner  at  the 
home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Halse  the 
Mission  and  District  officers  and  their 
wives  travelled  to  Hermanus  and  enjoyed 
a  meeting  in  the  home  of  Sister  van  Zyl. 

MOWBRAY   BRANCH. 

Alvin  Park,   President, 

"  St.   George's  Villa,"  Forest  Road, 

Rondebosch. 

Sunday  evening,  February  16,  a  very 
large  audience  of  104. members  and  friends 
enjoyed  the  special  work  of  the  choir  under 
the  leadership  of  Sister  Violet  Taylor. 
Mrs.  Orme  and  John  Wilson  sang  appro- 
priate numbers  for  the  occasion.  President 
Sharp  gave  a  short  message.  February 
22nd,  William  Hardross  Murphy  died  at  a 
local  hospital  and  was  buried  Monday  23rd. 
Our     sympathy     to     the     family.  The 

Primary,  the  Mutuals  and  the  Relief 
Society  have  had  their  opening,  socials  and 
all  the  organizations  are  now  holding  regu- 
lar weekly  meetings.  Sister  Jean  Gilmour 
sailed  during  February  for  England  and 
Scotland. 

PORT  ELIZABETH. 

R.  K.  F.  Doller,  President, 
18,   Caithness  Road,   Walmer. 

A  report  should  have  been  made  earlier  of 
the  death  of  Eleanor  Helene  Dolter,  the 
baby  daughter  of  Brother  and  Sister  Otto 
Doller.  The  babe  died  December  29th 
while  the  family  was  on  holiday  in  Port 
Elizabeth.  Relief  Society  meetings   are 

now  being  held  and  the  lessons  each  week 
given  by  Elder  Kuttler  are  much  enjoyed. 
Elder  Crane  is  the  instructor  in  the  Priest- 
hood group.  Opening  social  for  the  branch 
was  held  January  30t'h  with  a  games  night. 
54  were  in  attendance.     Sunday,  February 


1st,  five  baptisms  were  performed.  Those 
baptized  .were  Hester  Catherina  Meyer 
Everton,  wife  of  Brother  Charles  Everton, 
Yvonne  Pauline  and  Olive  Mavis  Anderson 
and  Sylvia  Kathleen  and  Pearl  Elizabeth 
Trollip. 

TRANSVAAL  DISTRICT. 

Norman   G.    Muir,    President, 

119,   Kitchner  Avenue,   Bez  Valley, 

Johannesburg. 

Transvaal  District  Conferences  is  being 
planned  for  the  13th  of  April.  All  mem- 
bers  are  encouraged  to  reserve  that  date. 

From  Springs  Branch  we  learn  of  the 
marriage  of  Susanna  Pretorius  to  Walter 
Claude  Harty,  25th  of  January,  1947. 
They  enjoyed  a  wedding  trip  to  McClear  in 
the  North  Eastern  Cape.  Our  very  best 
wishes.  Brother  and  Sister  Johnny  Pre- 
torius spent  a  holiday  in  the  Cape.  Sister 
Olive  Jubber  and  two  children  are  visiting 
in  Springs  and  Bertie  Phillips  is  in  Dur- 
ban. The  opening  social  for  the  Branch 
was  held  February  7th.  Brother  Johann 
Stemmet  was  released  from  the  Branch 
Presidency  to  devote  most  of  his  time  to 
the  Sunday  School.  Brother  Nelson  van 
Niekerk  was  sustained  as  second  counsellor 
to  Brother  I.  C.  Louw  and  Brother  Alex. 
Wilson  M'as   sustained   as   Branch   Clerk. 

Brother  George  Ganter  has  moved  from 
Pretoria  and  returned  to  the  Ramah 
Branch  and  now  resides  in  Malvern  East. 
Brother  Cowdery  is  again  in  charge  of  the 
work  in  Pretoria. 

Our  Transvaal  District  Clerk  and  his 
family  have  now'  moved  to  the  Northern 
Rhodesia.  Brother  and   Sister  Charsley 

will  be  greatly  missed  by  all  the  members 
in  the  District.  We  wish  them  success  in 
their  new  employment. 

Ramah  Branch  organizations  have  begun 
their  season's  meetings  and  several  re- 
organizations have  been  made.  The  M.I. A. 
under  the  direction  of  Sister  Jean  Wright 
and  Brother  Albert  Ninow,  the  Relief 
Society  under  Sister  Stephenia  Ninow  and 
the  Primary  under  Sister  Mercia  Muir 
Tewson. 
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Notes  of  Interest 

()u)-  well  beloved  President  Jiichard  E. 
Folland  was  appointed  Secretary  to  the 
(leneral  Board  of  the  Deseret  Sunday 
School  Union  as  of  January  1,  1947,  accord- 
ing to  the  announcement  made  by  Milt(Mi 
Bennion,  (leneral  Sunday  School  Superin- 
tendent. President  Folland  comes  to  this 
position  with  a  rich  and  full  Church  experi- 
ence. Much  of  this  fine  experience  is  the 
wonderful  work  he  accomplished  in  this 
good  land  among  the  many  friends  and 
members  of  the  Church.  Word  has  been 
received  of  the  marriage' of  Bonny  Folland 
last  November  and  Jo  Ann's  marriage  is 
planned  for  March.  These  pages  bear  the 
greetings  and  very  best  wishes  of  all  their 
fr'ends  in  South  Africa. 


headquarters  will  be  in  Salt  Lake  but  will 
call  for  visits  to  the  various  missions  of  the 
Pacific  group. 


Tuesday,  January  21st,  President  Charles 
E.  Callis,  of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve, 
passed  away  in  Jacksonville,  Florida,  where 
he  and  Elder  Harold  B.  Jjee,  also  of  the 
same  Council,  had  completed,  on  the  19th  of 
Januiu'y,  the  organization  of  the  first  Stake 
in  the  Southern  States  Mission.  For  over 
twenty-eight  years  Elder  Callis  served  as 
P'resident  of  the  Southern  States  Mission. 
The  privilege  of  organizing  a  Stake  there 
came  to  him  as  a  fulfilment  of  a  long 
cherished  dream.  This  marks  the  end  of 
a  very  active  earth  life  to  a  most  noble  and 
humble  servant  of  our  Heavenly  Father. 


PRESIDING  BISHOPEIC 
EEOEGANIZED. 
With  the  passing  of  Bishop  Marvin  0. 
Ashton  a  reorganization  of  the  Presiding 
Bishopric  was  made  necessary.  The  First 
Presidency  announced  the  appointment  of 
Bishop  Joseph  L.  Wirthlin  as  First  Coun- 
sellor and  Thorpe  B.  Isaacson,  as  Second 
Counsellor.  Bishop  Writhlin  was  sustained 
as  Second  Counsellor  in  the  Presiding 
Bishopric  in  1938.  Bishop  Isaacson  was 
First  Counsellor  in  the  Yale  Ward  Bishopric 
prior  to  this  new  call  for  service. 


Elder  Matthew  Cowley,  of  the  Council 
of  the  Twelve,  has  been  appointed  Presi- 
dent of  the  Pacific  Mission.  The  new 
office  includes  all  the  mission  of  the  Pacific 
including  New  Zealand  and  Australia.    His 


The  sixteen  Missionaries  appointed  to  the 
South  African  Mission  are  at  present  at  the 
port  of  embarkation  awaiting  shipping 
space.  A  cablegram  giving  notice  of  their 
having  sailed  is  expected  daily.  Sister 
Catherine  Poulter,  wife  of  Elder  William 
I.  Poulter,  has  received  her  call  to  this 
Mission  and  we  expect  her  to  be  a  member 
of  a  later  group  to  come. 


RELIEF   SOCIETY   CORNER 

IDA  G.  SHARP 

NUT  DATE  BREAD. 
1  cup  dates  (about  fifteen)  stoned  and  cut 

in  small  pieces. 
1   cup  boiling  water. 
1  teaspoon  soda. 
1  egg. 
^   teaspoon   salt    (if   unsalted   shortening  is 

used  then  f  teaspoon  salt). 
1   tablespoon  butter  or  other  shortening. 
1  teaspoon  baking  powder  (at  sea  level  use 

2  teaspoons). 

1  scant  cup  sugar. 
-J  cup  nuts. 

2  cups  flour. 

1  teaspoon  vanilla. 

Method  of  mixing. 

Add  soda  to  the  water  and  pour  over  the 
stoned  and  chopped  dates,  add  sugar, 
shortening  and  beaten  egg.  Sift  flour,  salt 
and  baking-powder  together  and  add.  Add 
chopped  nuts  and  vanilla,  pour  into  greased 
baking  pans  and  let  stand  20  minutes. 
Bake  1  hour  at  325°.  Makes  one  good 
sized  loaf. 

If  dates  are  not  available  prunes  can  be 
used  but  use  one  full  cup  of  sugar  rounded. 
Cook  and  stone  the  prunes  and  use  one  cup 
of  the  prune  juice  instead  of  the  water. 
The  rest  of  the  recipe  is  the  same. 
o  □  

If  it  shall  please  my  Heavenly  Father,  I 
will  be  a  teacher  in  heaven.  It  is  not  so 
much  what  a  person  says,  but  what  makes 
him  say  it. — Dr.  Darl  G.  Maeser,  Church 
Section,  Deseret  News. 
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Sunday  School  Sacrament  Gem 

and     Concert    Recitations    for 

April   1947 

SACRAMENT   CEM. 

Grant   us,    Father,    grace   divine 
May  Thy  smile  upon  us  shine, 
As  we  eat  the  broken  bread 
Thine  approval  on  us  shed. 

GOSPEL    DOCTRINE. 

And  many  of  them  that  sleep  in  the  dust 
of  the  earth  shall  awake,  some  to  ever- 
lasting life,  and  some  to  shame  and  ever- 
lasting contempt. 

Dan.  12:2. 

GOSPEL   MESSAGE. 

And  behold,  I  come  quickly;  and  my 
reward  is  with  me,  to  give  every  man 
according  as  his  works  shall  be. 

Eev.  22:12. 
SENIORS. 
And  I  saw  another  Angel  flying  in  the 
midst  of  heaven,  having  the  everlasting 
gospel  to  preach  unto  them  that  dwell 
upon  the  earth,  and  to  every  nation,  and 
kindred,  and  tongue,  and  people. 

Rev.  14  :C. 

JUNIORS. 

We  believe  the  first  principles  and  ordi- 
nances of  the  Gospel  are  :  (1)  Faith  in  the 
Lord  Jesus  Clirist ;  (2)  Repentance ;  (3) 
Baptism  by  immersion  for  the  remission 
of  sins;  (4)  Laying  on  of  hands  for  the 
Gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

4th  Article  of  Faith. 

INTERMEDIATE    CLASSES. 

We  believe  in  God,  the  Eternal  Father, 
and.  in  His  Son,  Jesus  Christ,  and  in  the 
Holy  Ghost. 

1st  Article  of  Faith. 
PRIMARY. 
We   believe   that    man   will  .  be   punished 
for    his    own    sins,     and    not    for    Adam's 
transgression. 

2nd  Article  of  Faith. 
KINDERGARTEN 
'Tis  well  all  souls  were  made  to -suffer 

That  each  for  others'  woes  might  feel 
For  pain  unlocks  the  door  of  mercy — 
So  learns  the  wounding  hand  to  heal. 


M.I.A.   THEME 

Let  everyone  get  a  knowledge  for  him- 
self that  this  work  is  true  .  .  .  then  let 
every  person  say :  ' "  I  will  live  my  religion 
...  I  will  walk  humbly  before  my  God, 
and  deal  honestly  with  my  fellow  beings." 

Brigham  Young. 

MOTTO. 

The  Glory  of  God  is  Intelligence. 

APPLAUSE. 

In  response  to  inquiries  from  the  field, 
it  is  recommended  that  in  the  regular 
Tuesday  evening  M.I.A.  meeting  applause 
be  discouraged;  this  action,  however,  not 
to  apply  to  special  programmes,  drama 
presentations,  socials  or  festivals. 

It  is  always  gratifying  when  one  is  able 
to  go  into  a  Latter-day  Saint  community 
and  hear  no  profane  language,  no  vulgar 
expressions,  or  raucous  voices;  to  enter  a 
dance  hall  where  fine  music,  cleanliness 
and  good  behaviour  prevail ;  to  see'  dramas 
that  are  high  class  and  artistically  pro- 
duced ;  to  see  audiences  intelligently  re- 
spond to  cultural  presentation;  to  observe 
that  no  inappropriate  activities  are  carried 
on  during  the  Sabbath ;  and  to  find  religi- 
ous gatherings,  always  characterized  by 
reverence  and  a  high  degree  of  spirituality. 

There  are  some  things  that  are  uniquely 
Latter-day  Saint  and  whfch  must  always 
be  considered  in  a  discussion  of  standards 
for  our  gatherings. 

The  outsider  may  be  surprised  at  the 
fact  that  our  dances  open  and  close  with 
prayer,  that  M.I.A.  groups  producing 
dramas  seek  a  blessing  from  the  Lord  upon 
the  players  and  the  audience  before  the 
curtain  is  raised,  and  that  at  the  close  of 
a  dramatic  production  or  dance  or  musicale, 
reverent  thanks  are  offered  for  the  efforts 
of  those  who  have  participated  :  yet  this  is 
the  Latter-day  Saint  way. 

Cumorah's  Southern  Messenger. 
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Testimony   from  the   Book   of    Mormon From 

page  28. 
uus  in  the  sight  of  God;  and,  oli,  liow 
happy  we  shall  be,  and  then,  as  Webster 
said,  it  shall  not  be  written  that  this  nation 
had  a  "  decline  and  fall,"  for  God  is  our 
.  strength. 

The  spirit  and  the  main  purpose  of  the 
Book  of  Mormon  is 

.  .  .  to  flic  convincing  of  the  Jew  and 
(ientHe  fJiat  Je.srm  is  the  Christ,  the 
liternal  (lod,  manifesting  himself  unto 
all  nations.  (Booh  of  Mormon,  Title 
Page.) 

May  I  humbly  answer  to  this  glorious 
declaration  by  testifying  that  I  know  that 
Jesus  is  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  the  Living 
God.  He  is  the  resurrection  and  the  life, 
the  author  and  the  finisher  of  our  faith,  and 
if  we  will  obey  his  commandments,  this 
nation  shall  prosper  and  with  him  all  of  us 
shall  go  into  eternal  glory,  is  ixiy  testimony, 
in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ.       Amen. 

The    American    Gospel From    page   26. 

given  you  of  the  great  cataclysms  that  took 
place  on  this  continent  at  Christ's  cruci- 
fixion has  astonished  you.  I  am  equally 
certain  that  you  are  even  more  surprised— 
yes,  amazed —  at  my  description  of  Christ's 
appearance  to  the  ancient  inhabitants  of 
this  continent. 

Why,"  you  say,  "  it  seems  absolutely 
impossible  that  people  could  believe  such 
a  .thing.  Tell  us,  do  you  yourself  really 
beh'eve  what  you  are  telling  us  over  the 
radio?  " 

.  Yes,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  I  admit  that 
what  I  am  telling  you  now  seems  im- 
possible to  believe,  even  in  a  world  filled 
with  wonders.  But  reinember  that  Mor- 
mon'sm  proclaims  itself  to  be  a  wondrous 
new  revelation  from  God  to  the  world.  We 
say  that  the  resuiTected,  redeemed  Saviour 
of  the  world  presented  himself  to  the 
ancient  inhabitants  of  America,  taught 
them  the  Gospel,  and  organized  his  Church 
among  them.  WHiy  should  it  seem  im- 
possible that  he  would  do  so?  Surely 
the  people  of  this  continent,  separated  by 
thousands  of  miles  of  water  from  most 
peoples  of  the  earth,  were  not  to  be  forgot- 
ten by  our  Lord.  Surely  a  branch  of  the 
house  of  Israel   (a  house  holding  the  keys 


of  salvation  for  the  world)  might  well  be 
visited  by  him.  In  any  event,  as  a  student 
of  this  American  scripture,  I  bear  this  testi- 
mony to  you  : 

With  all  the  sincerity  and  frankness  at 
my  command  I  assure  you  that  the  Book 
of    Mormon    tells    the    truth    concerning 
Christ's    appearance    on    this    continent. 
Of  this  fact  I  feel  as  sure  as  I  do  that  I 
stand     before     this     microphone .         The 
Spirit  of  Truth    has  whispered  that  fact 
to  my  soul.       It  would  be  unjust  not  to 
let  you  know  how  I  feel,  because  the  sal- 
vation of  men's  souls  is  at  stake.       I  feel 
in  this  respect  somewhat  like  Paul  must 
have   felt   ivhen    he    stood    before    Festus 
and  said,    "  I   am.  not  mad,   m,ost  noble 
Festus;    but    speak    forth    the    words    of 
truth  and  soberness."     (Acts  26:25.) 
Now   let   me   tell   you   more   about  what 
Christ    did    and    said    during    his    ministry 
among    the    ancient    peoples    of    this    land. 
W^hen  the  people  realized  who  it  was  that 
had  come   among  them,   Jesus  determined 
to  give  them  such  a  testimony  of  himself  as 
would    never    be    forgotten.        He    said    to 
them:  — 

Arise  and  come  forth   unto  me,  that 

ye  may  thrust  your  hands  into  tny  side, 

and  also  that  yc   may  feel  the  prints  of 

the   nails   in  iny   hands   and  in   viy  feet, 

that  ye  may  know  that  I  am  the  God  of 

Israel,   and  the   God  of  the   whole   earth, 

and  have   been   slain   for  the   sins  of  the 

world."     (3  Nephi  11:14.) 

That    generation    of    men,    women,    and 

children  bear  record  to  you,  my  friends,  as 

with   voices  from   the   dust,    that  they  'did 

both  see   and  touch  him,   of  whom  it  was 

written    by    the    prophets,    that    he    should 

come.       They  cried  hosannas  to  the  Most 

High    God,    and   fell   down    at   the   feet   of 

Jesus,  and  worshipped  him. 

The  Christ  rchose  twelve  men  to  be  his 
apostles.  He  taught  the  people  the  basic 
principles  of  the  Gospel;  faith,  repentance, 
and  baptism.  He  delivered  to  them,  with 
a  few  variations  from  the  way  it  reads  in 
Matthew,  that  great  discourse  on  the  good 
life,  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount.  (S  Nephi 
12,  13,  14.  Cf.  Matthew  5,  6,  7.)  The 
Book-of-Mormon  account  shows  that  Jesus 
taught  the  Nephite  people  first  things  first. 
It  has  always  been  a  particular  source  of 
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gratification  for  me  to  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  the  American  Gospel  first  of  all 
presents  the  Christ  as  one  teaching  the 
basic  facts  of  the  spiritual  life.  Marvel- 
lous and  unusual  things  were  taught  later, 
but  Jesus  saw  to  it  that  his  people  were 
first  taught  the  fundamental  ethical  prin- 
ciples underlying  human  conduct. 

The  Saviour  explained  to  his  newly 
chosen  'J'welve  that  the  Nephite  people  on 
this  continent  were  the  "  other  sheep 
spoken  of  in  the  sixteenth  verse  of  the  tentli 
chapter  of  the  Gospel  of  John.  This  verse 
reads : — 

And  other  sJiccp  I  have,  which  arc 
not  of  this  fold:  them  also  I  must  bring, 
and  they  sliall  hear  my  voice;  and  there 
shall  be  one  fold,  and  one  shepherd." 
Our  Lord  told  his  apostles  that  the  Pales- 
tinian disciples  had  not  understood  him ; 
they  supposed  that  by  ''  other  sheep  "  was 
meant  the  Gentiles,  not  understanding  that 
they  themselves  should  preach  to  the  Gen- 
tiles. He  added  that  the  Gentiles  should 
not  at  any  time  hear  his  voice.  (3  Nephi 
15:23.)  He  continued  his  teaching  by  ex- 
plaining that  his  Father  had  commanded 
him  to  go  among  still  another  branch  of  the 
house  of  Israel,  in  order  that  they  might 
hear  his  voice  and  be  numbered  among  his 
sheep.  "  Therefore,"  he  said,  "  I  go  to 
show  myself  to  them."  (3  Nephi  16:3.) 
The  Mormon  people  believe  that  some  day 
they  will  be  permitted  to  read  the  record 
of  Jesus'  ministry  among  this  third  branch 
of  the  house  of  Israel,  which  has  been 
hidden  from  the  world. 

Jesus  instituted  the  sacrament  of  bi-ead 
and  wine  among  the  Nephites  in  remem- 
brance of  his  body  and  the  shedding  of  his 
blood.  He  gave  authority  to  confer  the 
Holy  Ghost,  taught  the  true  order  of  bap- 
tism by  immersion,  and,  as  I  pointed  out 
before,  set  up  his  Church  in  its  fulness 
among  this  American  branch  of  Israelites. 
He  expounded  the  scriptures  from  the  be- 
ginning, and  told  the  people  about  many 
wonderful  things  that  were  to  happen  in  the 
latter  days — the  generation  in  which  you 
and  I  live.  Yes,  my  friends,  Jesus  clearly 
foresaw  the  day  when  the  scattered  sheep 
of  Israel  would  be  gathered  from  the  ends 
of  the  earth  and  his  Church  restored  again 
upon  the  earth. 


The  ministry  of  Jesus  lasted  three  con- 
tinuous days  among  the  people  of  this  con- 
tinent, though  we  are  told  that  afterward 
he  appeared  oft  among  them.  His  disciples 
convert(;d  to  the  Church  every  person  in 
that  generation.  A  golden  era  of  peace  and 
righteousness  began  which  lasted  among  tiie 
people  for  nearly  two  hundred  and  fifty 
years. 

1  am  sure  that  many  of  you  will  enjoy 
rcjading  the  American  Gospel,  even  if  you 
fail  to  read  the  remainder  of  the  Book  of 
Mormon.  My  hope  is  that  in  doing  so  you 
may  better  understand  the  breadth  of  the 
Master's  love — that  ancient  America  was 
not  left  without  a   witness  of  it. 


Q    □ 


ON  BENJAMIN    FRANKLIN 

RICHARD  SAUNDERS  was  the  fictiti- 
ous compiler  of  the  almanac  which 
Benjamin  Franklin  edited  and  published 
from  1733  to  1758.  But  Poor  Richard  soon 
became  and  will  always  be  Benjamin 
Franklin.  Actually     Franklin     invented 

some  of  his  sayings,  borrowed  n)ore,  and 
improved  most  of  them  in  brevity  and 
pungency.  Here  are  a  few  of  the  thoughts 
that  made  Poor  Richard  famous  : 

There  is  no  little  enemy. 

The  heart  of  the  fool  is  in  his  mouth,  but 
the  mouth  of  the  wise  man  is  in  his  heart. 

Do  good  to  thy  friend  to  keep  him,  to  thy 
enemy  to  gain  him. 

Approve  not  of  him  who  commends  all 
you  say. 

A  little  house  well  filled,  a  little  fai'm 
well  tilled,  and  a  little  wife  well  willed,  are 
great  riches. 

Poverty  wants  some  things,  luxury  many 
things,    avarice   all  things. 

A  lie  stands  on  one  leg,  truth  on  two. 

Sloth  and  silence  are  a  fool's  virtues. 

The  worst  wheel  of  the  cart  makes  the 
most  noise. 

Search  others  for  their  virtues,  thyself 
foi-  thy  vices. 

He  that  falls  in  love  with  himself  will 
have  no  rivals. 

Sin  is  not  hurtful  because  it  is  forbidden, 
but  it  is  forbidden  because  it  is  hurtful. 

He  that  sows  thorns  should  not  go  bare- 
foot. 
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The  Spoken  Word  from  Temple  Square 


By    RICHARD 
L.  EVANS 


On  Calling  Evil  by    Its   Right    Name 

ALL  this  may  have  been  long  ago — and 
it  may  not  have  been  just  as  it  now 
appears  to  have  been — but  we  seem  to  have 
remembered  or  to  have  read  of  a  time  when 
the  demarcation  between  good  and  evil  was 
more  sharply  defined  and  better  under- 
stood than  it  now  sometimes  seems  to  be. 
P'erhaps  it  was  not   so   at   all.  Perhaps 

only  distance  gives  it  that  appearance.  But 
in  those  days — call  them  old-fashioned,  call 
they  puritanical,  or  call  them  what  you  will 
— froiTi  this  distance  it  would  seem  that 
there  was  a  reasonably  well-marked  border- 
line, each  side  of  which  was  known  for  what 
it  was.  Now  all  th's — if  it  be  true— had 
its  inconsistencies,  to  be  sure ;  for  perhaps 
no  man  is  wholly  bad  and  no  man  is  wholly 
blameless,  and  perhaps  no  line,  however 
sharp,  can  always  draw  the  mark  between 
them.  But  this  fact  must  not  be  ignored : 
As  long  as  evil  appears  in  its  true  colours, 
as  long  as  it  is  known  for  what  it  is,  and 
as  long  as  those  who  tamper  with  it,  do 
so  with  heir  eyes  open,  the  number  who 
touch  it  will  be  smaller.  A  bare-faced  evil 
issues  its  own  warning.  But  evil  that  is 
permitted  to  hide  behind  polished  fronts 
and  chromium  trimmings  and  glamorous 
names  is  more  dangerous  and  more  deadly 
than  the  bare-faced  variety.  False  things 
so  often  like  to  masquerade  in  the  appear- 
ance of  respectability.  It  gives  them  ad- 
mittance and  acceptance  in  places  to  which 
they  could  not  otherwise  go.  And  when- 
ever we  let  a  thing  of  evil  take  on  the 
appearance  of  respectability,  we  have  ad- 
vanced its  cause  immeasurably,  because 
we  have  then  removed  from  it  one  of  its 
most  feared  penalties — the  penalty  of  moral 
condemnation.  Strip  from  evil  its  polished 
fronts,  its  deceptive  appearance,  its  false 
glamour,  and  paint  it  in  its  true  colours. 
and  we  shall  have  less  difficulty  with  a 
growing  and  impressionable  generation  of 
young  people.  But  once  let  it  acquire  a 
respectable  guise,  and  it  becomes  difficult 
to  distinguish,  difficult  to  discourage. 
Whatever  else  we  may  do  with  evil,  let's 
not  give  it  the  face  of  respectability. 

— November  3,   1946. 


Devotees  of  Defannation 

I T  would  seem  that  there  are  always 
■  among  us  some  who  find  pleasure  or 
profit  in  defaming  the  character  of  others. 
And  those  who  are  so  inclined  don't  always 
confine  their  activities  to  people  they  know. 
They  are  often  disposed  to  undermine 
people  they  have  never  known,  and  to  pre- 
sume knowledge  they  have  never  had. 
From  such  malicious  attacks  it  is'  ofen  diffi- 
cult to  protect  a  man's  good  name  while 
yet  he  lives,  and  often  more  difficult  after 
he  is  dead.  There  are  those  who  would 
represent  every  deed  of  nobility  and  of 
heroism,  every  personal  sacrifice,  every 
appearance  of  righteousness,  and  every  act 
of  altruism  as  fraud  and  hypocrisy.  It  is 
true  that  the  motives  that  make  history  are 
often  coiTiplex.  It  is  true  that  there  are 
no  perfect  inen.  And  it  is  true  that  those 
who  focus  attention  upon  imperfections  will 
always  find  them.  Notwithstanding  this, 
honest  and  sincere  men,  living  and  dead, 
would  seem  to  be  entitled  to  some  protec- 
tion, as  to  their  live  and  their  memories, 
from  the  devotees  of  defamation,  who 
peddle  opinions  about  things  of  which  they 
know  little  and  careless,  so  long  as  it  is 
popular  or  profitable,  or  serves  their  pur- 
pose. Of  course,  groundless  gossip,  ir- 
responsible misrepresentation,  and  cynical 
assumption  cannot  change  the  record  of  a 
man's  life  nor  alter  the  facts  of  history. 
Such  things  do  not  hurt  the  past,  but  they 
may  hurt  the  present  and  the  future,  by 
destroying  faith  and  discrediting  ideals. 
Often,  perhaps,  those  who  find  malicious 
pleasure  or  malicious  purpose  in  defaming 
character  or  in  destroying  confidence,  are, 
in  fact,  expressing  something  that  lies  with- 
in their  own  souls.  Knowing  their  own 
lives  and  motives,  it  ixiay  be  that  they  find 
it  difficult  to  impute  higher  motives  to 
others.  Knowing  the  purposes  they  serve, 
it  may  be  that  they  find  it  difficult  to  con- 
cede an  honest  idealism  to  anyone.  But 
whatever  the  causes  and  whatever  the 
result,  the  commandment  "  Thou  shalt  not 
bear  false  witness  "1  is  still  on  the  statutes, 
both  as  to  men  and  events,  and  as  to  the 
present  and  the  past. 
1  Exodus  20:16.           —November  17,  1946. 
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